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How to be a Church: 
Learning How to be Giving Church 

2 Corinthians 8:1-5 
 
 
Introduction 

 
This month we are talking about How to Be a Church . . .  
 
The word church is a unique word . . .  

ekklēsia (ek-klay-see'-ah) – comes from two words . . .  
 ek – meaning from or out 
 kaleo – meaning to call 
Peter uses these same two words in 1 Peter 2:9 – called out of darkness . . .  
So the word church literally refers to those that are “called out from the world.” 
 

In Matthew 16:13-18, Jesus said, “. . . upon this rock I will build my church . . .” 
 
You see . . .  

It’s time to stop playing church . . .  
It’s time to stop faking church . . .  
It’s time to stop just talking about church . . .  
It’s time to stop just coming to church . . . 
It’s time to be a church!!!!!!  

 
Today, we look at Paul’s second letter to the Corinthian Church . . .  

Paul’s first letter was written to chastise and to correct them . . .  
This letter was written about 1 year later to commend and encourage them. 

 
Chapter 8 begins the transition from commending to encouraging . . .  

Chapter 7 is full of commendation and consolation . . .  
However in Chapter 8, Paul turns his attention to areas that still need work . . .  

 
In the text, Paul tells us three things we must do if we really want to . . .  

Learn How to Be a Giving Church . . .  
 
I.  All giving starts with the grace of God . . .  

A. First of all . . . everything belongs to Him 

i. Psalm 24:1-2 – The Earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof . . .  

ii. Everything we have, we have because of Him 

iii. If God did not give us His grace, we would have nothing to give 

iv. In other words . . . the ability to give is proof of God’s grace 

B. Paul points to the particular grace bestowed on the Macedonian churches 

i. They were in a great trial of affliction 

ii. They were in deep poverty 

iii. Yet, they still had joy . . . abundant joy! 

iv. They were overjoyed that God allowed them an opportunity to give 
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v. They understood that the ability to give is proof of God’s grace 

C. Many of us have overlooked this grace 

i. We have something to give . . . 

ii. We have an opportunity to give . . .  

iii. But we just don’t give . . . or don’t give as we should 

D. This time of year, it’s very easy to see how well we gave  

i. We know what God says in the Word . . .  

1. Leviticus 27:30 & 32 – the tithe belongs to God . . . 

2. Haggai 2:8 – The silver is mine, and the gold is mine . . .  

3. Malachi 3:8-10 – Will a man rob God? 

ii. If you want to know how well you did . . .  

1. Just compare your giving to your receiving 

2. Take your W-2’s and 1099’s that show your earnings 

3. Look at your giving statement or personal records 

4. If your giving is not at least 10% of earnings . . . you robbed God! 

5. I didn’t say it . . . God did! 

E. If we want to Learn How to be a Giving Church . . . we must first 

understand that All giving starts with the grace of God 

II. We have to give more than we are able to give 
A. Paul says that they gave all that they could 

i. Some of us don’t get that far 

ii. We make a lot of excuses why we don’t give 

iii. The truth is that many of us aren’t as blessed as we ought to be 

because we don’t give as we ought to give 

B. If they had just given all that they could . . . that would be commendable  

i. Jesus helps us to understand what God requires in an offering 

1. Mark 12:42-44 – Jesus commends the widow’s offering 

2. Mark 14:8-9 – She hath done what she could . . .  

ii. We don’t have to give like anyone else . . .  

iii. Some of us need to just do what we can do 

C. Paul says that these folk gave more than they were able 

i. They were willing to go beyond their own power 

ii. They gave so much that Paul felt uncomfortable taking it from them 

iii. They begged him to receive their offering to give to the saints 

D. Somebody is wondering . . . How can you give more than you are able????   

i. If you want to give more than you are able . . .  

ii. If you want to do more than you are able . . .  

iii. If you want to go farther than you are able . . .  

iv. If you want to climb higher than you are able . . .  

v. If you want to exceed your ability in any area . . .  

vi. You must have power beyond your own power . . .  

vii. You’ve got to have the power of God 
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E. If we want to Learn How to be a Giving Church . . . we must learn how to  

give more than we are able to give 

III. The only way you can give like that . . . is to first give yourself to God  
A. Paul is witnessing what is going on and it is blowing his mind 

i. The folk didn’t do what Paul expected . . .  

ii. Sometimes we underestimate people . . .  

1. We think we’ve seen the story and we know the ending . . .  

2. But every now and then . . . folk will flip the script on you 

3. Paul was expecting a little bit . . .  

4. But the folk exceeded his expectations . . .  

B. Paul figured out what happened . . .  

i. Some of us think a lot of ourselves . . . the songwriter said . . .  

I thought number one would surely be me, 
I thought I could be what I wanted to be. 
I thought I could build on life's sinking sand 
But I can't even walk without You holding my hand. 
 
I can't even walk without You holding my hand. 
The mountain's too high and the valley's too wide. 
Down on my knees, I learned to stay. 
And I can't even walk without You holding my hand. 

 
ii. Paul found out that they first gave themselves to God 

1. You can’t give anything to me . . . until you give yourself to God 

2. It’s the not-so-secret to our success . . .  

C. If we want to Learn How to be a Giving Church . . . we must  first give 

ourselves to God 

Conclusion 
 
If you want to give more than you are able . . . give yourself to God 
If you want to do more than you are able . . . give yourself to God 
If you want to go farther than you are able . . . give yourself to God 
If you want to climb higher than you are able . . . give yourself to God 
If you want to exceed your ability in any area . . . give yourself to God 
If you want to have power beyond your own power . . . give yourself to God 
 
In the garden of Gethsemane . . . Jesus made it up in His mind that He had to 
give Himself away . . .  
 
 Matthew 26:36-39 – He said O my Father . . .  
 

 
*****Tell the Story***** 

(He was just giving Himself away . . .) 
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If we want to give like He wants us to give . . . We have to give ourselves away 
 
If we want to Learn How to be a Giving Church . . . we must first give 

ourselves away! 
Pastor William McDowell sings a song . . .  
 
I give myself away . . . I give myself away . . . So You can use me 
I give myself away . . . I give myself away . . . So You can use me 
 
[Verse 1:] 
Here I am . . . Here I stand 
Lord, my life is in your hands 
Lord, I'm longing to see 
Your desires revealed in me 
 
[Chorus:] 
I give myself away . . . I give myself away . . . So You can use me 
I give myself away . . . I give myself away . . . So You can use me 
 
[Verse 2:] 
Take my heart . . . Take my life 
As a living sacrifice 
All my dreams all my plans 
Lord I place them in your hands 
 
[Chorus x2:] 
I give myself away . . . I give myself away . . . So You can use me 
I give myself away . . . I give myself away . . . So You can use me 
 
[Bridge x7:] 
My life is not my own . . . To you I belong 
I give myself, I give myself to you 


